EUROPEAN COMMISSION STUDY CHALLENGES SPORTS BETTING RIGHT
Brussels, 15 May 2014
The regulated betting industry welcomes the main findings of a European Commission
funded study on sports organisers’ rights in the European Union. The study (see link)
finds that there is no legal basis nor rationale for an EU-wide right to consent to bets (ie
“sports betting right”). The study also concludes that the French sports betting right,
whereby sports betting operators must obtain the consent of sports organisers to offer
bets, is not an effective mechanism for financial distribution to sport or as an integrity
instrument against match-fixing.
The study was designed to map out the rights of sports organisers, in particular in relation to
sports betting operators and assess the merits of a betting right. In that respect, the study
makes a number of significant conclusions:








The “costs associated with the administering of the right to consent to bets will always be
considerable” and “there is no evidence for a link between the financial return stemming
from a right to consent to bets and the financing of grassroots sport.”
The adoption of integrity mechanisms is not a prerequisite of the French right and “there
is no guarantee that the income is in fact allocated to fraud prevention and detection.”
The right to consent to bets “risks leaving less popular and less visible sports more
exposed to integrity risks” as “for most sports organisers the financial return would be
insufficient to cover their own integrity costs.”
“It is not evident that safeguarding the integrity of sports events constitutes the principal
rationale of the French right to consent to bets.”
The conditions required to implement a right to consent to bets are capable of
constituting an unjustified restriction on the free movement of services within the EU.
The right establishes a monopoly for sports “leading to the creation of a dominant
position within the meaning of Article 102 TFEU” and anti-competitive concerns.
Highlights that “amending the [Database] Directive to meet the demands of the sports
organisers would bear the risk of creating undesirable information monopolies.”

Whilst sports bodies and the French authorities continue to promote a betting right, the report
rightly highlights that no other Member State has properly implemented legislation similar to that
existing in France and that most other jurisdictions have “instead opted for alternative
mechanisms to collect and allocate revenue derived from gambling to sport.” Moreover, the
report shows that sports organisers already have sufficient legal protection and the creation, at
EU level, of a French style sports betting right is not justified.
Maarten Haijer, Secretary General of the EGBA, added: “This very comprehensive study
illustrates clearly that a sports betting right cannot act as a safeguard to keep corruption out of
sport. Such right has many practical and legal shortfalls, and the regulated betting industry is
encouraged to see that no other Member States in the EU have decided to copy the French
model.”

Khalid Ali, Secretary General of ESSA, stated “The study shows that other more effective
means should be encouraged to preserve the integrity of sport. Fighting corruption in sport
requires an international effort and cooperation as illustrated by ESSA’s collaboration with the
recent “Integrity Betting Intelligence System” (IBIS) of the International Olympic Committee
(IOC) as well as its active participation in the future Council of Europe convention against match
fixing”.
Clive Hawkswood, Chief Executive of the RGA, stated that “We welcome the publication of the
Asser Study on sports organisers’ rights as we did the opportunity to participate in the
consultation process. We hope that the European Commission will take note of its findings
which echo our view that calls for a European wide sports betting right, or indeed a sports
betting right of any kind, are commercially driven and have little if anything to do with integrity.”
The study was launched in January 2013 and carried out for the European Commission by a
consortium composed of the Dutch Asser Institute (see link) and IVIR of the University of
Amsterdam (see link).
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For more information, please contact: Maarten Haijer, Secretary General of EGBA: +32 2 554
08 90, egba@egba.eu
About EGBA
The EGBA is an association of leading European gaming and betting operators Bet-athome.com, BetClic, bwinparty, Digibet, Expekt, and Unibet. The Gibraltar Betting and Gaming
Association (GBGA) is an affiliate member of EGBA. EGBA is a Brussels-based non-profit
association. It promotes the right of private gaming and betting operators that are regulated and
licensed in one Member State to a fair market access throughout the European Union. Online
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of the overall European gaming market in which the traditional land based offer is expected to
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About ESSA
ESSA (Sports Betting Integrity) was established in 2005 by the leading online sports book
operators in Europe to monitor any irregular betting patterns or possible insider betting from
within each sport. To achieve this goal ESSA implemented an early warning system between its
members that highlights any suspicious betting activity. The Early Warning System allows ESSA
to work with the sports regulators and their disciplinary and legal department, ensuring that
when an alert is given the regulator is informed immediately which may prevent the possibility of
any game manipulation on a given event.
So far, ESSA has signed a Memorandum of Understanding with FIFA, The FA, DFB, ATP, ITF,
WTA and has established close relations with the IOC and many other sports regulators. ESSA
members include: ABB, Betclic; Betvictor, Betsson Bet-at-Home; bwinparty; Digibet; Expekt;
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information on ESSA please go to the ESSA website http://www.eu-ssa.org or contact Khalid
Ali, Secretary General at +32 2256 7565
About the RGA
The RGA is the largest online gambling trade association in the world representing the largest
licensed and stock market-listed remote gambling operators and software providers. Further
information and a full list of members can be found at www.rga.eu.com
For further information or comment please contact Brian Wright, RGA Director of Business +44
(0) 20 3585 1241.

